Experimental details
Two sets of reflexes were indexed using the Stoe program package X-Area. The corresponding twin matrix is listed in the CIF file. All reflexes of which an overlapping of both sets of reflexes is observed were deleted. As ar esult the completeness is relatively low.
Discussion
In our previous work we reported on organo group 5compounds stabilized by aminopyridinato ligands [1, 2] . The title complex is an oxygen bridged bimetallic tantalum complex. The origin of the oxygen atom could conceivably be an oxide impurity in the commercially available TaCl 5 or trace hydrolysis during the reaction or crystallization. Both tantalum atoms are coordinated by one aminopyridinato ligand, three chloro ligands and the oxygen atom which bridges the two metal centers. The coordination around the metal centre is adistorted octahedral where distortion is caused by the small N amido−Ta−Npyridine angle of 61.60(4)°. The shorter N amido-Ta distance (2.03(1) Å)c ompared to N pyridine -Ta distance (2.27(1) Å)d escribes the localization of the anionic function at the amido nitrogen atom [3] . The oxide bridge has alinear arrangement with an angle of Ta1−O1−Ta1A from 180°. 
